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Lending a Helping Hand
Each year, the Congregation of St. Joseph partners with 
and supports ministries and non-profit organizations 
that make a real difference to so many people in our 
community. This past year, the needs were even greater 
due to pandemic-related issues such as job loss, health 
crises, income and food insecurity, mental health issues, 
and others. Here are just a few of the organizations we 
supported this past year that provide critical services 
here in West Virginia:

Holy Family Child Care Center

With an increased need for sanitation materials and 
processes this past year to keep children and staff safe, 
we were pleased to support Holy Family Child Care 
Center in Wheeling. Part of our Mission Network, Holy 
Family provides high quality child care and education in 
a nurturing environment that enables each child to grow 
in body, mind and spirit. In a letter written to the Sisters 
expressing her gratitude, Holy Family Executive Director 
Paula McIntire remembered the vision of Sister Barbara 
Campbell, CSJ, who founded the center in 1984. “Sister 
Barbara loved children and education,” she said. “We 
are so grateful for the Congregation’s ongoing love and 
support which helps us continue her vision and fulfill 
the mission of the Congregation.”

To learn more, visit HolyFamilyChildCareCenter.com

Mother Jones Center for Resilient Community

The Mother Jones Center for Resilient Community helps 
build and heal communities stricken by trauma, and 
empower youth and adults to be agents of change. This 
year, the Congregation was pleased to support the center’s 
new Sacred Space Sanctuary garden. “The garden and 
outdoor studio will be a place to create art, create and 
build relationships and find peace,” said Kate Marshall, 
Executive Director of the center. “We are dedicating it 
to the Sisters of St. Joseph to show our gratitude for 
their ongoing love and support.” Above are (from left) 
volunteer Joe Pereen, Kate Marshall, staff member Ella 
Jennings and volunteer Chad Wayt.
To learn more, follow us on Facebook @TheMoJoWheeling

Celebrating 

the Year of 
St. Joseph

Grow Ohio Valley

For several years, the 
Congregation has 
supported Grow Ohio 
Valley, a Wheeling based 
non-profit farming and 
farm-advocacy organiza-

tion that works to improve food security in Appalachia. 
This year, we were pleased to support their Public Market 
SNAP program, which allows some members to purchase 
fresh food at their downtown Wheeling market, at half off 
the regular prices. The market’s objectives are healthier 
consumers and prosperous local farmers. 
To learn more, visit GrowOV.org



After more than a year away, our sister card players are happy they 
can play together again! From left are Sisters Mary Alice McMaster, 
Anna Marie Cole, Alicia Weiskircher, Jane Cain, and Joan Singer.

On a brisk morning in April, Sister Rosalie Bucci found the biggest 
pot in the Mount St. Joseph kitchen, and started preparing her 
delicious soup, cucina povera. A traditional Italian peasant dish, 
cucina povera translated means “poor kitchen,” a nod to the frugal 
cooks who made the most of whatever was available to them. Once 
completed, the soup was enjoyed by everyone in the house. 

                          

On May 7, several sisters gathered in the Mount St. Joseph library 
for tea and a Mother’s Day social. Each sister shared stories in 
remembrance of their mothers, and some brought photos. From left 
are Sisters Theresa Metz, Barb Kupchak, and Jane Cain.

There is always something going 

on at the Mount! Our sisters enjoy a 

diverse array of mind, body and spirit 

offerings and activities which provide 

opportunities to connect with one 

another, and contribute to an overall 

vibrant living experience.

Here are a few recent snapshots of 

life at Mount St. Joseph!

 Life at

 Mount
   St.             Joseph  



And they’re off! On April 29, sisters joined Activities Coordinator Sharon Mendelson in the Mount St. Joseph dining 
room for a Kentucky Derby social. The event began with the official Churchill Downs trumpet call to post, then eight 
sisters rolled dice to move their horses to the finish line. There was much cheering as each sister took their turn. The 
winning horse was “Sainthood” raced by Sister Rosalie Bucci (center), and in second place was “Helium” raced 
by Sister Mary Clark. They are both seen here with their winning red roses!

Sisters Ileana (Ily) Fernandez (left) and Pat Sullivan received a warm West Virginia welcome from sisters and staff at 
Mount St. Joseph after their recent move there from our center in Baton Rouge. They were greeted with smiles, hugs 
and of course a sweet treat! Both of these vibrant women serve as models of service in ministry to the Congregation 
and to the many lives they have touched, and continue to touch with their warm smiles and tender hearts. Welcome 
home Sisters Ily and Pat!

On April 20, Sisters 
(from left) Theresa Metz, 
Joan Singer, Mary Clark 
and Rosie Coughlin 
enjoyed the beautiful 
tulips that were in full 
bloom during a visit to 
Oglebay Park. After many 
months away, the sisters  
enjoyed greeting other 
visitors from a distance 
and seeing dogs and 
children in the park. 



Sister Gabriella 
Wagner, CSJ

Entered into eternal 
life on February 8, 
2021, after 85 years 

of religious life.

To view sister biographies, visit our Jubilarians page at CSJoseph.org 

The following sisters from the founding community of Wheeling are 
celebrating Jubilee this year. Jubilee is the anniversary of a sisters’ 
entrance into religious life. Congratulations to all our sisters who 

are celebrating from around the Congregation this year! 

Jubilee
2021

Sister Angelina 
Cavallaro, CSJ

80 Years

Sister Rose McBreen, CSJ
(formerly Sister Rose 

Immaculate)

80 Years

Sister Virginia Yeager, CSJ
(formerly Sister Mary Helen)

60 Years

Sister Christine 
Riley, CSJ

Entered into eternal
 life on January 13, 
2021, after 65 years 

of religious life.

 
iN memoriam  =  we remember, we celebrate, we believe

Sister Maria 
Porter, CSJ
(Sister Maria Goretti)

Entered into eternal 
life on July 31, 2020, 

after 70 years of 
religious life.

Sister Mary Florence 
Burke, CSJ

Entered into eternal 
life on March 19, 
2021, after 75 years 

of religious life.

Sister Mary 
Brown, CSJ
(Sister Emmanuel)

Entered into eternal
 life on January 17, 

2021, after 79 years 
of religious life.

Sister Mary 
DiDomenico, CSJ
(Sister Mary Esther)

Entered into eternal 
life on November 22, 
2020, after 72 years of 

religious life.

Sister Margaret 
Sinnott, CSJ
(Sister Mary Edna)

Entered into eternal 
life on May 24, 

2021, after 75 years 
of religious life.



Legacy                                                                             of 
                            Caring
Dear Friends,

As part of our Congregation of St. Joseph family you 
are an integral part of our efforts to bring the message 
of God’s love to the world in ways that inspire action on 
behalf of others.

In a year unlike any other in recent times, your support 
has enabled us to take risks to broaden our lives, expand 
our ministries and partnerships, and live out our promises 
in an active and inclusive way. This includes our commit-
ment to care for our sisters and at the same time, more 
fully respond to the emerging needs of our neighbors and 
our world. New initiatives, ministries, and partnerships, 
new uses for some of our buildings and land, along with 
new ways and places for our sisters to live in community 
are all a part of our efforts today. They reflect our vibrancy, 
compassion and commitment to staying attentive to the 
needs of a world in desperate need of our care.

We celebrate the generosity by which you and others in 
our communities across the country have embraced us 
and have continued to support our mission, ministries, 
lives and needs. Thank you for helping bring God’s 
message of unifying love to our communities. We pray 
for you in gratitude. 

 

Ways You Can Help
> Use the enclosed envelope or make a gift online at  
 CSJoseph.org

> Make monthly gifts and become a member of our 
 Circle of Friends

> Make a legacy gift through your will or estate and join  
 our Heritage Society
  

For more information, contact, Pat Milenius, Director of 
Advancement pmilenius@csjoseph.org or 216.252.0440

Sister Maria 
Porter, CSJ
(Sister Maria Goretti)

Entered into eternal 
life on July 31, 2020, 

after 70 years of 
religious life.

Join the 
168+ Club 

and get eighty 
chances to 

win!
Now is your chance 
to enroll in the 168+ Club 
for the 2021-2022 year! The 
club celebrates the number of years the 
Sisters have been in West Virginia, and 
generates needed funds to assist in the 
care of retired and infirm sisters living 
at Mount St. Joseph in Wheeling. 

As part of your enrollment, each month 
starting in September and through June, 
2022, you are entered into a drawing 
where you have eight chances to win! 
Raffle numbers are placed in a hopper 
and are drawn as follows: first number 
drawn wins $100.00, second number 
drawn wins $75.00, third number drawn 
wins $50.00 and each of the final five 
numbers drawn win $25.00. All numbers 
are returned to the hopper for the next 
month’s drawing, giving you 80 chances 
to win over ten months!

To join the 168+ Club, please fill 
out the form below, clip and mail 

along with a check for $50.00 (payable 
to the Congregation of St. Joseph), to:

Amy Anderson
137 Mount St. Joseph Rd. 

Wheeling, WV 26003 

Thank you for your generous support!

______________________________________
Name

______________________________________
Street Address

______________________________________
City   State               Zip

______________________________________
Phone

______________________________________
Email Address

!



Sisters Volunteer 
at U.S. Mexico Border

SERVING  THE DEAR NEIGHBOR

From left, Sisters Rita Ann Teichman, Mary Pung, Marianne
Race, Jackie Schmitz and Mary Jo Curtsinger.

Sisters Marianne Race prepares baby 
formula in the Hygiene Bar/Pharmacy.

A Honduran child’s artwork from the Respite Center. On 
the right, two figures point to their hearts and to the USA.

Sister Mary Pung provides a much 
needed break for this infant’s parents.

This spring, a group of our sisters headed south to serve our 
dear neighbors at an intake facility at the U.S./Mexico border. 
For two weeks, Sisters Rita Ann Teichman, Mary Pung, 
Marianne Race, Jackie Schmitz and Mary Jo Curtsinger 
volunteered at Catholic Charities Humanitarian Respite 
Center in McAllen, Texas, where thousands of refugees pass 
through each year. 

While there, our sisters duties included organizing and finding 
clothing for incoming families in the “Ropa (clothing) Room,” 
distributing toiletries, baby formula and medicines at the 
“Hygiene Bar/Pharmacy,” and other work that addressed the
essential needs of arriving refugees. 

“We saw families with many beautiful children and an amazing 
number of pregnant women,” said Sister Rita Ann. “Imagine 
walking the distances they did while pregnant! Sometimes we 
helped simply by holding babies or occupying toddlers for their 
mothers while they took showers, visited the Ropa room, or just 
to give them a break.”

The refugees stay at the center approximately 2-3 days while 
waiting for their sponsors to be contacted. Once they are and 
a bus or plane ticket has been purchased, they are on their way 
to the next leg of their journey. 

“This ministry was both heart-breaking and heart-warming,” 
said Sister Marianne. “We were honored to be able to offer care, 
respite and simple comforts to these incredible, brave people.”

Sisters Mary Pung and Rita Ann Teichman sort clothing in 
the Ropa (clothing) Room.

To learn more, visit CatholicCharitiesrgv.org/RespiteCenter



MINISTRY UPDATE

St. Joseph Retreat Center
looks forward to welcoming you back!

Like many organizations and ministries, St. Joseph Retreat 
Center was forced to close its doors this past year during the 
pandemic. However, true to its mission of connection and 
loving unity, the Center found creative ways to adapt to virtual 
programming in order to continue to offer the community
much needed retreats, programs, spiritual direction, and 
other opportunities to connect.

This year, as pandemic-related restrictions continue to ease, 
Executive Director Anna Marie Troiani said she is looking 
forward to welcoming back old and new friends to St. Joseph 
Center. “I can’t tell you how much the staff and I missed seeing 
and interacting with our guests,” she said. “Our community of 
supporters is amazing, and we can’t wait to welcome them back 
into the Center.” 

Ms. Troiani said that while they don’t have a firm reopening date 
as of yet, they are hoping for late summer or early fall. “Having 
been closed for more than a year, there is a lot we have to do 
before we can welcome guests back,” she said. “We are working 
hard to make it happen and look forward to seeing you all soon.”

For reopening updates, list of offerings and other 
information, visit StJosephRetreatCenter.org

Online Directed Retreat Opportunities 
Summer, 2021
This individual retreat is offered via zoom to persons interested in committing to times of intentional silence, prayer 
and reflection, with time in between to rest, walk, journal, etc. At the end of each day, the retreatant meets with one 
of our experienced spiritual directors to share the fruit of their prayer, and how God is speaking in his or her life.

Retreat Directors:

Kathleen Durkin, CSJ 
Available June 7- 30, July 1-16, or August 18 – 31, 2021. 
Helen Skormisley, CSJ 
Available July 6-31, 2021
John Spiesman, Ed. D, MSW, LISW 
Available July 6- 23, 2021.

Specific retreat dates, length and cost will be discussed upon 
contact. For more information, contact Anna Marie Troiani 
at 304.312.3691, or by email at atroiani@csjoseph.org.

From left, St. Joseph Retreat Center Spiritual Directors Sisters 
Kathleen Durkin and Helen Skormisley, and John Spiesman.
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Sister Jennifer Berridge with prayer shawls 
made by the Dear Neighbor Knitters at 
St. Joseph Retreat Center. They were 
donated to Serenity Hills Life Center, an 
addiction recovery center in Wheeling where 
Sister Jennifer served as a Pastoral Counselor.

Spotlight Photo

What will you do 
    with your one wild &        precious             life?

Sisters of St. Joseph live their lives 
in service to God and others. If you have a 
heart for God, ministry, justice and Church, 
and want to make a real difference in our 
world, we invite you to learn more about us. 
We would love to talk to you!

Visit us at CSJoseph.org

 – Mary Oliver


