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If you’ve driven by or visited our center on 
East Lincoln Street recently, you’ve no doubt 
seen many changes, and a lot of dirt! Our new 
building (pictured below), which is currently 
under construction and making daily progress, 
is a concrete reminder of the new home we will 
soon inhabit. With it comes excitement and the 
anticipation that accompanies a new chapter. 

The new building will be a non-profit senior care 
property and will offer sisters and others assisted 
living and skilled care options. The building will 
have 20 assisted living apartments and 24 skilled 
care units and be an addition to the existing 32 
apartment independent living complex known as 
St. Joseph Villa. 

The new building will be an addition to the campus 
which includes Mount St. Mary’s Convent.

The grand opening of the new center is scheduled for 
mid-November – less than five months away! We look 
forward to sharing more news with you about a ribbon 
cutting ceremony and an open house to invite the 
community to see our new home. In the meantime, 

we are so grateful for all your encouragement, 
prayers and support as, 
together, we continue 
to live in fidelity 
to our mission 
of unity and 
charism to love 
of God and 
neighbor.  l

If you 
would like to 

learn how you can 
support this project, 

please contact 
Pat Milenius at 
216.252.0440. 

Thank you!

^ Members of the Congregation Leadership Team and others, along with 
construction representatives during a hard hat tour last January.



Sister Catherina Takahashi, 
CSJ

50 Years
Sister Catherina worked at 
St. Joseph Hospital and at 
Nansei Nursing Home for 
the Aged in Azaka, Japan, 
for many years. She is currently 
retired and living in the nurs-
ing home where she peacefully 
spends her time ministering to 
her dear neighbors.

Sister Bertina Korphage, CSJ

75 Years
“I retired in August, 2016 and 
returned to Mt. St. Mary’s 
Convent in Wichita where I 
hope to spend my time in prayer, 
reading and helping where I can 
until the Lord calls me home.”

Sister Anne Dolores
LaPlante, CSJ

60 Years
“I’ve asked of God that I 
may always live and minister 
according to our charism 
as the Congregation of the 
great love of God and our 
Mission of Unity lived out with 
gentleness, peace, and joy.”

Sister Diane Leary, CSJ

60 Years
“I am truly grateful for the 
coming together as the new 
Congregation of St. Joseph. I 
believe it is a special blessing 
from God and I pray that I 
can continue to respond with 
gratitude to the blessings God 
is giving me.”

Sister Rose Helen Burger, CSJ

70 Years
“I am truly indebted to the 
Congregation and the Sisters 
who have enriched my life by 
their spirituality, love of, and 
faithfulness to God, deep prayer 
life and many, many acts of 
kindness.”

Sister Marie Veronica
Janousek, CSJ

60 Years
“My favorite passages from 
Psalms and Scripture were 
nurtured by my family. Psalm 
26: God has put into my heart 
a marvelous love, and Micah 
6:8: This is what the Lord asks 
of you, only this, to act justly, to 
love tenderly, and walk humbly 
with your God.”

JUBILEE 2017

Sister Viola Heichelbech, CSJ

86 Years
“I’m completing my days with 
a loving community at Mt. 
St. Mary’s where I just celebrated 
my 102nd birthday among 
family, friends, and community 
with a special write-up in the 
Diocesan Catholic paper.”

Congratulations, to all 41 sisters celebrating Jubilees from around the congregation 
this year! To view full biographies, visit us online at csjoseph.org and click on “Connect With Us.”

Sister Romona Seidl, CSJ
(Sister Geraldine)

60 Years
“So many spiritual opportunities 
have come my way during these 
years. Psalm 27:4 One thing I 
ask of the Lord; this I seek: To 
dwell in the Lord’s house all the 
days of my life, to gaze on the 
Lord’s beauty, to visit his temple.”



SERVICE DAYS

Hundreds of sisters, associates, friends, and supporters of the 
Congregation of St. Joseph gathered on October 15 and April 29 
in churches, ministries, and other organizations (some founded by 
our sisters), as well as in other locations across the United States 
for our congregational service days. Here are just a few photos of 
faces and places where we served in and around Wichita. A big 
THANK YOU to all who joined us these days in service to the 
dear neighbor!  l

Love of Neighbor Brings Many
Together for Days of Service

Students help spruce up the parking lot in front of 
Dear Neighbor Ministries.

Sister Anne Dolores LaPlante, CSJ, helps prep food at 
The Lord’s Diner. 

Gathering for service outside The Lord’s Diner.

Hearts United

Sisters, associates and friends volunteer to help organize and sort food at the 
Dear Neighbor Ministries Community Food Pantry.

Via Christi Partners in Caring volunteering at His Helping 
Hands, a community service ministry in Wichita.



Sister Rebecca Martinez, CSJ

Entered into eternal life 
on May 24, 2017, after 
75 years of religious life.

Sister Denise Sevart, CSJ

Entered into eternal life 
on June 13, 2017, after 
70 years of religious life.

We Celebrate the lives of all our sisters who passed away this year.

 In Memoriam... 

Sister Sylvia Perreault, CSJ

Entered into eternal life 
on March 10, 2017, after 
79 years of religious life.

Sister Mary Alice LeBlanc, CSJ

Entered into eternal life 
on February 3, 2017, after 
69 years of religious life.

Sister Louise Hune, CSJ

Entered into eternal life 
on January 11, 2017, after 
71 years of religious life.

Sister Ursula Harelson, CSJ

Entered into eternal life 
on December 13, 2016, after 
71 years of religious life.

Sister Charlotte Zelenak, CSJ

Entered into eternal life 
on October 28, 2016, after 
75 years of religious life.

Sister Paula Marie Metz, CSJ

Entered into eternal life 
on September 6, 2016, after 
75 years of religious life.

Sister Maria Guerrero, CSJ

Entered into eternal life 
on February 22, 2017, after 
66 years of religious life.



MINISTRY NEWS

Dear Neighbor Ministries
Rooted in Hilltop. Nurtured in Grace. Impacting Lives.

For the past sixteen years, Dear Neighbor Ministries has been serving 
families in the Hilltop Neighborhood. There are nearly 700 families and 
over 1,800 individuals, each with needs, dreams, and few resources to cope 
with the complications of their daily lives. Dear Neighbor Ministries serves 
without distinction and helps by providing a food pantry, occasional rent 
and utility assistance, a community garden, a representative payee program, 
activities designed to enrich the lives of area children, and sometimes most 
importantly, a listening ear when that is what is most needed. For many, 
Dear Neighbor Ministries acts as an extention of their family.

This summer, Dear Neighbor Ministries is very involved in planning 
and facilitating youth activities. Children are a huge part of the Hilltop 
neighborhood and often they do not have access to the same types of 
summer experiences as other children. With the assistance of volunteers, 
Dear Neighbor Ministries has been able to provide 4-H SPIN Clubs, T-ball, 
Softball, and Baseball opportunities. Field trips to the Sedgwick County Zoo, 
Great Plains Nature Center and Exploration Place are also planned. 

There have been lots of smiles, laughter, high-fives, and new friends made; 
especially with a group of young women from CSJ sponsored ministry, St. 
Joseph’s Academy in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

Volunteers are the heart of Dear Neighbor Ministries, without whom the 
mission of caring for the dear neighbor would not be possible. To learn more 
about volunteering opportunities, visit www.dearneighbor.org.  l

StepStone, Inc.
Transforming Lives One Family at a Time

Thousands of people in our community live their lives in quiet desper-
ation. Abuse impacts women and men at every socio-economic level.  
StepStone provides the only longer-term (up to two years) transitional 
housing program in our area specifically for parents and children who 
have been through the trauma of domestic violence.

Last September, StepStone opened Bluffview Place, a new 28-apart-
ment complex. The apartments are now nearly full with a few awaiting 
their first tenant. Sister Joan Burger has settled into her role as House 
Mother at Bluffview Place (left), which currently has over 60 children 

in residence. In addition to Bluffview Place, StepStone currently has 5 families living in homes owned by the 
ministry, which raises the capacity to 35 families in residence at a time.

One of the many amazing things StepStone provides is to walk with families on their journey of healing. Earlier this 
year, 3 survivors were presented with flowers which celebrated their strength and courage in the face of adversity. 
“No one has ever given me flowers for being strong,” said one survivor. Another, in tears, said, “This is the first 
time anyone has ever given me flowers at all.”

To learn more about StepStone, visit www.stepstoneks.org.  l

St. Joseph’s Academy volunteers and kids 
from the Hilltop neighborhood.

St. Joseph’s Academy volunteers with Sister 
Ann Catherine Burger, CSJ.



In June we bid a very fond and grateful farewell to 
long time employee and Wichita resident, Mark Kuhn, 
who most recently served as the Congregation’s Chief 
Operating Officer. Mark retired at the end of June but 
will continue to do some project consulting work for the 
congregation. He also plans to travel and spend more 
time with family, especially his six grandchildren. As one 
of his parting gifts, Mark was presented with a box of 
notes and cards from sisters, associates, and employees 
not only from Wichita, but from around the congrega-
tion wishing him well and thanking him for his service. 
He was deeply touched and said that part of his retire-
ment will include the enjoyment of reading each and 
every one of the heartfelt notes. Congratulations on 
your retirement Mark - you will be missed!  

Happy Retirement Mark! >

< Sister Agnes Weber
As one part of a long career in nursing and healthcare 
administration, Sister Agnes Weber, CSJ, has been min-
istering to residents at Catholic Care Center in Wichita 
since 2000. She currently serves as Director of Mission 
Integration and Spiritual Care. In this role, Sister Agnes 
tends to the spiritual needs of residents and their families, 
and also to the center’s staff and volunteers. “Spiritual 
care of course includes comfort,” said Sister Agnes. “But 
it also involves rejoicing with the person when they are 
happy and enthused about life, listening to what’s happen-
ing in their lives, expressing appreciation for the individ-
ual and what s/he brings to our Catholic Care community. 
A smile, a touch or a hug, as well as words, are all ways 
I try to convey care to the person I’m with.” We celebrate 
you, Sister Agnes, and your legacy of compassionate care.

On May 7, 2017, sisters and associates of the Wichita Center 
celebrated anniversaries of eighteen associates and welcomed 
two new associates. New associate Cathy Ludwick has lived 
in Wichita her entire life. She worked for many years with the 
Migrant Education Program, a state funded endeavor to assist 
in the education of the children of migrant workers. During her 
formation process, Cathy noted, “I am excited to learn about my 
relationship with God, the Congregation of St. Joseph and the 
dear neighbor. Susan Ludwick, our second new associate, 
also lives in Wichita and retired from nursing about three years 
ago. Her interest, knowledge and appreciation of the charism 
and mission of the Congregation of St. Joseph have increased 
during her months of formation. Welcome new associates! 

Annual Associate Day >

^ Our two new associates and their sponsors. From left are:  
Cathy Ludwick and her sponsor Sister Josephine O’Gorman; 
Susan Ludwick and her sponsor Mary Costello. 



Annual Giving Report

The legacy of caring and mission of our congregation begun by our first six Sisters in LePuy, France 
more than 360 years ago continues today because of the support provided by donors and friends. 

There are many ways you can help including through your prayers, direct annual gifts, membership in our 
Circle of Friends monthly sustaining donor circle, and through your will and estate plans. 

To learn more, please contact Pat Milenius at pmilenius@csjoseph.org, or visit www.csjoseph.org.

*This reporting documents the sources and designated uses 
of the charitable donations received by the Congregation in 
2016. This includes the gifts received by the Congregation 
that are designated to some of our sponsored ministries while 
gifts sent directly to our ministries are not included here.  We 
rely on the generous support of our benefactors and openly 
share how gifts received on behalf of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
are used.

Message 
from Leadership
Dear friends, 

As part of our Congregation of St. Joseph family you 
are an integral part of our efforts to bring the message 
of God’s love to the world in ways that inspire action 
on behalf of others. Since August 2007, when seven 
founding communities of St. Joseph came together to 
be one as the Congregation of St. Joseph, we have 
experienced the abundance of God’s great love 
through our relationships with each of you.  

As we celebrate our 10th year, we celebrate the 
generosity by which you and others in our communities 
across the country have embraced us and have 
continued to support our mission, our ministries, our 
lives and needs. Your support has enabled us to take 
risks to broaden our lives, to expand our ministries, 
and to live our promises in an active and inclusive way.  
This includes our commitment to care for our sisters 
and at the same time to more fully respond to the 
emerging needs of our neighbors and our world. New 
initiatives, ministries, and partnerships, new uses for 
some of our buildings and land along with new ways 
and places for our sisters to live in community in some 
of our locations are all a part of our efforts today.  
They reflect our vibrancy and compassion and our 
commitment to stay attentive to the needs of a world 
in desperate need of our care.

Thank you for helping bring God’s message of unifying 
love to our communities. With your support and prayers, 
we are moving forward filled with gratitude and hope!

With profound gratitude,
The Congregation of St. Joseph Leadership Team
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Spotlight Photo

During a recent visit to Japan, our sisters there 
were presented with a small banner showing our 
four new candidates who are stateside. Here, our 
Japanese sisters wave hello to them!

Stay Connected...
There are many ways to stay connected
to the sisters, associates, and ministries
of the Congregation of St. Joseph:

Sign up to receive our biannual 
magazine imagineONE. Go to
www.csjoseph.org, click on 
“Connect With Us”

Share with us on Facebook at 
Congregation of St. Joseph

Sign up to receive our bimonthly 
eNewsletter. Visit our homepage 
at www.csjoseph.org

Follow us on Twitter at
Cong. of St. Joseph

Follow us on YouTube at 
Congregation of St. Joseph

Sign up to receive our sister-
written blog, Beyond the Habit

D O U B L E
Your Impact

Matching Gift Challenge

Dear Neighbor Ministries is committed to helping our 
neighbors in Hilltop. There are many needs and each one unique. 

Rooted in Hilltop.  Nurtured by Grace.  Impacting Lives.

For more information, contact Brenda Wasinger at 316.684.5120
or Donate Online at www.dearneighbor.org.

Donations received by August 15, 2017 can be part of this
Matching Gift Challenge.

Dear Neighbor Ministries
has been offered an

amazing opportunity! 

Four generous donors have 
offered a $40,000 Matching 

Gift Challenge. 

Dollar for Dollar, your 
donation to Dear Neighbor 
Ministries can be matched 
up to an amount totaling 

$40,000.


