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Hundreds of sisters, associates, friends, and supporters of the Congregation 
of St. Joseph gathered this past spring in churches, ministries, and other
organizations (some founded by our sisters), as well as in other locations 
across the United States for our 
congregation-wide service days. 
Here are just a few photos of 
the faces and places where we 
served in or near Baton Rouge, 
New Orleans, and Cincinnati. 

A big THANK YOU to all
who joined us in service 
to the dear neighbor!  l

Love of Neighbor Brings Many
Together for Day of Service

^ From left, Sisters Patricia 
Sullivan and Ily Fernandez, 
and Associate Vickie Dauterive 
served dinner at St. Agnes 
Women and Children’s Shelter. 

^ Sister Frances Duos and 
volunteer Billy Edwards 
packed  food to take 
to area needy in New 
Orleans.

Hearts United

< Sister Adele Lambert and Dr. Michelle Lambert, 
Principal of St. Joseph’s Academy, served dinner at 
St. Vincent de Paul Dining Room in Baton Rouge.

^ McNicholas High School students at 
Matthew 25 Ministries in Cincinnati. 

^ From left, Sisters Theresa Pitruzzello 
and Janine Beniger attended the People’s 
Climate March on Saturday, April 29 in 
New Orleans. 
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Mission Haiti
Update on Collaborative Education Effort   

Off the southern tip of Florida, situated between Cuba 
and the Dominican Republic, lies the tiny country of 
Haiti. The Congregation of St. Joseph has had a relation-
ship with this struggling country for many years through 
a U.S. Federation of Sisters of St. Joseph initiative called 
Mission Haiti, Inc. This year, from March 12 – 20, 2017, 
Sisters Mary Ellen Gondeck, CSJ, and Sue Torgersen, CSJ, 
and associates Judy Iantosca and Brooke Whitten and 
her three daughters, traveled to Haiti to see the program, 
which sponsors 10 girls from elementary through sec-
ondary school and beyond, in action. They were joined 
by sisters and associates from several different St. Joseph 
communities, and Shelley Butler, a Mission Haiti board 
member from the Twin Cities.

The focus of the trip was to check in on the sponsored 
girls and the Companions of Jesus, the Haitian congrega-
tion who sponsor Annunciation School where the 10 girls 
are being educated. Six of the girls are in 5th grade, four 
are in the 4th grade.

The group visited Annunciation School (grades 1-6) 
and College Coeur de Marie (grades 7-13), both in 
Leogane, Haiti, a town badly damaged by the disas-
trous 2010 earthquake. Mission Haiti also supports 
several students on the college level at Notre Dame 
University in Port-au-Prince.

“College Coeur de Marie, the secondary school that 
we visited, has risen from the rubble of the 2010 
earthquake largely due to the generosity of our 
congregation’s Generous Promise Grant Fund, 
the U.S. and Canadian Federations of Sisters of 
St. Joseph, Caritas Germany and of course Mission 
Haiti,” said Sister Sue Torgersen, CSJ. “We continue 
to work together with these great partners to address 
critical situations in our world – a great example of 
how we demonstrate our mission of unity!”

The group spent an afternoon with the students on 
the playground dancing, blowing soap bubbles, 

^ Sponsored Haitian school girls pose with Sister Mary Ellen Gondeck, CSJ (at left standing), Sister Sue Torgersen, CSJ (at left kneeling), and 
Sisters Jeanette Bussen, CSJ, from Baden, PA (at right kneeling), and Sister Mary Ellen O’Connell, CSJ, from Boston (at right standing).



taking pictures, and just enjoying being together. “It was de-
lightful to have some of the women from the Village of Jesus, 
which is on the same property as the school, join us,” said Sis-
ter Mary Ellen Gondeck. “It was especially fun to see the girls 
interact with the other young women who traveled with us as 
they were closer to their age.”

At College Coeur de Marie, the group spent time with the 
students who were eager to greet them and talk about what 
they were learning. “While they spoke about learning algebra, 
science, history and more, we wanted to learn of their hopes 
for the future,” said Sister Sue. “Hearing their dreams for their 
futures – teaching, accounting, nursing, and doctoring – was 
hopeful, but it was also painfully clear that while an education 
will benefit them in many ways, choices and opportunities in 
Haiti are limited.” At present, only 2% of Haitian students go 
on to a university.

At the University of Notre Dame in Port-au-Prince, the group 
got a chance to network a bit on behalf of the Mission Haiti 
program. They met Sister Alta, President of the Companions 
of Jesus, and the executive secretary for Monsignor Andre 
who is President of the University – good contacts both as 
the program tries to move on to the university level.

The group then traveled to Santa Chiara where they visited a 
home started by Gerry Straub, a Secular Franciscan, former 
network television producer, author, teacher, lecturer and 
documentary filmmaker. Gerry has spent time in some of 
the poorest countries in the world, and he and his wife have 
opened their hearts and a home to those most in need around 
them in Haiti. The home is a refuge to 48 young children 

whose parents often have no choice but to take 
them along to work in a crowded market, or 
lend or rent them out to a family where they 
work an entire day for a bowl of rice in return. 
“Seeing the faces of the children in this home, 
who range in age from 6 months to about 11-12 
was a delight,” said Sister Mary Ellen. “Gerry 
and his wife not only provide food and shelter 
for the children, but also offer hope and a place 
for them just to be kids.”  l

For more information on Mission Haiti and
how you can help, visit MissionHaitiInc.org.  

^  Two students at Annunciation School in Haiti.

<  Students in their classroom show off their work.



CARING FOR CAREGIVERS

Let God Set Free 
Retreat for those who 
help victims of human 
trafficking provides 
much-needed care 
and support

From June 2-3, 2017, a retreat entitled Let God Set 
Free was held for those who work with, nurture and 
advocate for victims of human trafficking in the Twin 
Cities. Ten women from Breaking Free in St. Paul and 
one from Terebinth Refuge in St. Cloud attended the 
overnight retreat.

The retreat was a collaborative effort of the Congrega-
tion of St. Joseph, the Sisters of St. Joseph Carondelet 
(St. Paul Province) and Breaking Free. Breaking Free 
and Terebinth Refuge are non-profit organizations 
whose staff works on the front lines with women who 
have come out of the horror of human trafficking. 

The goal of the overnight retreat was to support and 
encourage self-care of their staff to reduce the risks of 
burnout and secondary trauma. The retreat included 
time for prayer, journaling, a presentation on the 
importance of and ways to self-care, an introduction 
to labyrinths and Pietra Fitness, as well as social time 
over meals and breaks.

Donations for the retreat came from two parishes 
where our sisters, Sue Torgersen, CSJ, and Doreen 
Charest, CSJ, minister. The Minnesota Vikings, the 
Congregation of St. Joseph, as well as the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Carondelet also offered financial support 
for this retreat.

“For me it was a privilege to be a part of this whole experi-
ence,” said Sister Sue. “The women who came were so deeply 
appreciative of all they experienced during this retreat, and I 
really believe that all the love and support they received will 
go a long way as they minister to the nearly 500 women who 
are seeking to live healed lives beyond the enslavement of sex 
trafficking.”  l

To learn more about human trafficking and Breaking 
Free, go to www.BreakingFree.net. 

Sisters, staff, volunteers and others with participants of the 
Let God Set Free retreat.

< A participant creates a “truth board” during the retreat which depicts 
her inner strength and truth. Later, participants shared what they had 
created.



ANTI-HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

Soap Labeling Efforts  
ongoing for sisters and young 
adult volunteers in Crookston

< In February, 2017, members of the Student 
United Way - Crookston Chapter, and 
University of Minnesota Crookston staff 
members Eric Morgan and Brenda Bozyk 
(standing, first and second from left) joined 
Sister Pat Murphy, CSJ, (seated second from 
left) in the soap labeling effort.

In March, 2017, Sisters Mary 
Ellen Proulx, CSJ, (above) and 
Pat Murphy, CSJ, (left) labeled 
hundreds of soaps assisted by 
five eighth grade students who 
were in the confirmation class 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
their teacher, and four women 
currently residing at Care and 
Share, a transitional housing 
facility in Crookston. 

Our sisters who live in Crookston, Minnesota have teamed up with 
groups of young people to assist on a project called S.O.A.P. (Stop Our 
Adolescents from Prostitution). Working together, the sisters along 
with the students put labels on small soaps that contain the National 
Human Trafficking Hotline. These soaps, along with tips on what to do 
if you are or suspect someone is a victim of human trafficking, are then 
delivered to key hotels in the Crookston community where they are 
placed in bathrooms. 

There are an estimated 20.9 million people trapped in human traffick-
ing today, which is sometimes called 
modern-day slavery. In Minnesota, the 
Human Trafficking Hotline received 211 
calls in 2016, and out of those, 62 were 
from victims and survivors. Fifty-two 
cases were reported that same year.  

“The students were intense and quick 
about the task and ready to prepare 
another 500 immediately,” said Sister Pat 
Murphy, CSJ.  “The discussion became 
animated as the students mulled over 
the fact that their clothing, cell phones, 
and sneakers might have been produced 
by young people who are caught in this 
slavery.”   l



A Life of Liturgy 
Magnificat House in 
New Orleans Helps 
Women Discern Call 
to Religious Life

Women come to Magnificat House in New Orleans 

for spiritual direction and to spend time with sisters 

who help them discern their own call to religious life. 

Maggie Weighner, a resident of Magnificat House in 

New Orleans until May, 2017, was one such woman. 

The following is a story she wrote about her life and 

experience at Magnificat House.

For those of you who haven’t met me, I’m the girl who 
leaves Magnificat House every morning with a bright 
blue bike to make my commute to Grow Dat Youth 
Farm, where I am happily interning for the spring.

My experience in New Orleans has been captivating, 
unique, and memorable. I could talk about a singular 
celebration dear to the Crescent City and, now, to me – 
Mardi Gras, St. Patrick’s Day, or St. Joseph’s Day – but 
what I have found most worthy of celebration is the rou-
tine that defines the everyday here, the “liturgy of life.”  

I believe one of religious life’s greatest treasures is a love 
and a talent for weaving ritual into daily life. Joining the 
sisters for prayers, meals, and even the nightly news – as 
well as having my own rituals of biking to the farm and 
working joyfully with the soil, plants, and people there – 
has been unexpectedly rewarding and has brought me to 
a sense of peace and purpose that I haven’t felt in a while. 

I have learned that when I live a “life of liturgy,” I am 
better able to notice the extraordinary hiding in the 

^  From left, Sister Gloria Murillo, STJ, Maggie Weighner, Sister 
Theresa Pitruzzello, CSJ, and Sister Beth Fitzpatrick, O. Carm. In 
August, Sister Theresa will move to Baton Rouge to assume the role 
of Director of Community Life and Services at our center on Hundred 
Oaks Avenue. She will minister with other sisters who live there.

VOCATION NEWS

ordinary. Because of regular interactions with the 
sisters and everyone else I encounter, insight and 
awe and gratitude arise out of and enrich every day. 
Engaging conversations over dinner, a striking psalm 
during morning prayer, a new face passed on my 
commute all stand out as extraordinary because of 
the “liturgy” and the ordinariness they are contained 
within. 

I know I will miss New Orleans and the Magnificat 
House. But I will remember them for helping me to 
find a bit of purpose and celebration in every day of 
this life.  l

To learn more about Magnificat House, go to 
religious.arch-no.org and click on the 
“Magnificat House” tab. To learn more about 
religious life with the Congregation of St. Joseph, 
visit our website at www.csjoseph.org and click 
on “How To Join Us.”



EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS

On March 12, 2017, several of our 
sisters joined over 300 others for 
All Jazzed Up, an annual fundraiser 
held by People Program, a sponsored 
ministry of the congregation located 
in New Orleans. The event, which is 
open to the public, features a buffet 
lunch, live music and both silent and 
live auctions. The honorary chair of 
the event this year was Charmaine 
Neville, a popular local entertainer who is pictured in 
the center of the photo above surrounded by sisters. 
People Program is a non-profit membership organization 
for persons 50 and over who desire to continue learning 
in a community setting in their retirement years. There 
are currently almost 500 members enrolled in various 
courses including exercise, computer skills, dance, art, 

People Program 
in New Orleans Gets 
All Jazzed Up 

needlework, crafts, languages, music, and more. “This 
event is extra special since the two campuses of People 
Program come together to share in camaraderie, fun 
and memory sharing,” said People Program Associate 
Director Janice Martino. “We are so grateful for all 
who worked and volunteered to make it happen, and 
to everyone who came out to support it!   l

Baton Rouge and New Orleans Help

Circle the Cities With Love  

On July 16, 2017, the third Circle the City With Love event took place in locations 
all over the country. Our sisters and others joined in from both our Hundred Oaks 
Center in Baton Rouge and also from People 
Program in New Orleans. The event, which 
was first conceived of by Sister Rita Petruziello, 
CSJ, is unique in that participants stand in silent 
witness, often hand-in-hand, for love and for 
peace, for 30 minutes. The first event was held 
last July in Cleveland before the Republican 
National Convention and received international 
attention. The second event was held before the 
presidential inauguration in January. More 
events are being planned for the future. To 
learn more about this initiative, visit us online
at www.CircleCityWithLove.com, or find us 
on Facebook.   l

^  From left, Sister Janine Beniger, CSJ, 
Deanne Laplace Gourgues, Cindy Laplace 
LoCicero, and Janice Martino, Associate
Director of People Program in New Orleans.

^ Sisters participate from Hundred 
Oaks Center in Baton Rouge.

^ Sisters, associates, 
and others particpate 
from People Program 
in New Orleans.



< Sister Juli Caron Named 
   ‘Woman of the Year’
Sister Juli Caron, CSJ, was recently named Woman of the Year in the Faith 
category by the YWCA in Fargo, North Dakota. She accepted her award 
at a ceremony held on May 1, 2017. Sister Juli is known for her expertise 
and compassion in delivering spiritual care and healing to patients and 
families. “I am humbled and awed for being chosen for this award,” said 
Sister Juli. “The greatest privilege is to sit at the bedside of a person dying 
and tell them there is nothing, absolutely nothing that could separate them 
from God.” Please join us in congratulating Sister Juli on this well-deserved 
recognition.

SISTER SPOTLIGHTS

Sister Miriam Mire, CSJ, retired on July 1, 2017, after 29 years of service to 
St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church on Bayou Black Drive in Houma, La. 
Sister Miriam served as a parish nurse making rounds, visiting with those 
in the nursing home, attending funerals and ministering to families in 
bereavement. To acknowledge her years of service and wish her well, a Liturgy 
was held in her honor on July 8, followed by a reception in the Parish Center. 
“Six of my seven siblings were able to join us from New Orleans,” said Sister 
Miriam. “What a wonderful surprise and celebration.” Although officially 
retiring, Sister Miriam will continue to minister on a limited basis. “I love what 
I do, and am never going to be completely separated from this parish or those 
with whom I have grown to love,” she said. “They are my family.” Please join us 
in congratulating Sister Miriam on her retirement.

A reflection by Sister Jeannie Masterson, CSJ, a member of our congregational 
leadership team, was featured online by Catholic Women Preach, a project of 
Future Church, on April 23, 2017, the second Sunday of Easter. Catholic Women 
Preach uses modern technology to bring the voices of diverse Catholic women 
to the proclamation of the Gospel through web-based resources. Sister Jeannie’s 
recorded reflection talks about the stories we tell, the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John, the resurrection of Christ, and discipleship. In an excerpt from 
the reflection, Sister Jeannie said, “Resurrection, if we truly open ourselves to it, 
makes us more truly the selves God created us to be: open, inclusive, generous, 
loving. We don’t have two thousand years of tradition to give us answers to 
current crises. We have only faith and one another. How will our story of disciple-
ship be told to future generations?” To view the entire six-minute reflection, go 
to www.catholicwomenpreach.org and click on “preachers.”

< Sister Miriam Mire Retires After 29 Years 
   of Service as Parish Nurse in Houma, La.

Sister Jeannie Masterson Reflection 
Featured on Catholic Women Preach >



 In   Memoriam... 

    We Celebrate      the lives of all our sisters            who passed away this year.

Sister Sylvia Perreault, CSJ

Entered into eternal life 
on March 10, 2017, after 
79 years of religious life.

Sister Mary Alice LeBlanc, CSJ

Entered into eternal life 
on February 3, 2017, after 
69 years of religious life.

Sister Ursula Harelson, CSJ

Entered into eternal life 
on December 13, 2016, 
after 71 years of religious 
life.

Sister M. Antionette Chouinard, CSJ

Entered into eternal life 
on May 25, 2017, after 
80 years of religious life.

Sister Irene Lemire, CSJ

Entered into eternal life 
on September 12, 2016, 
after 78 years of religious 
life.



We Welcome New 

Baton Rouge 
Associates!

From left, Katherine Cambre, Cheryl Marchand, Sister Adelaide 
Williamson, CSJ, Kristy Roubique, Barbara O’Rourk.

The weekend of March 18, 2017, was one of 
great celebration! In addition to various ser-
vice day activities going on (see front cover), a 
Eucharistic celebration of the Feast of St. Joseph 
was held during which we welcomed 10 new 
associates to the Congregation of St. Joseph. 

Presiding at the mass was Father Donald 
Blanchard, who is also an associate. Sisters, as-
sociates, family and friends joined in this joyful 
event which was followed by a lively reception 
where all gathered in joyful celebration. Please 
join us in welcoming all our new associates!  lFrom left, Hugo Andricain, Sister Anne Michelle Ramagos, Dana Murray, 

Barbara Chenevert, Jeanne James and David James.

St. Joseph’s Academy in Baton Rouge hosted a topping out 
ceremony on July 19, 2017, to commemorate the hoisting 
of a ceremonial beam near the top of the new Academy 
Student Center which is currently under construction. 
Guests gathered on the plaza of the Academy Arts Center 
to watch the raising of the truss. The new Student Center 
is on schedule for completion in late spring of 2018.

SJA President Jan Breen welcomed those in attendance, 
including several Sisters of St. Joseph, SJA board members, 
administrators, faculty and staff, and others. Mission 
Advancement Associate Director Sister Joan Laplace, CSJ, 
offered a prayer, and then all joined in the singing of the 
alma mater. The ceremonial beam was then lifted into place.

Prior to the ceremony, the beam was made available for 
members of the Academy community to sign and write 
messages. It was hoisted into place affixed with an SJA flag 
and a living tree signifying growth, prosperity and safety.  l

St. Joseph’s Academy
Hosts Ceremony For New 
Student Center

< Former SJA 
President Sister 
Adele Lambert 
signing the beam 
before it was 
hoisted into place.

> Sister Joan LaPlace, CSJ, 
offered a prayer.

v Sisters “beam” at the SJA
beam-raising ceremony.
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Annual Giving Report

*This reporting documents the sources and designated uses of 
the charitable donations received by the Congregation in 2016.  
This includes the gifts received by the Congregation that are 
designated to some of our sponsored ministries while gifts sent 
directly to our ministries are not included here.  We rely on 
the generous support of our benefactors and openly share how 
gifts received on behalf of the Sisters of St. Joseph are used.

Donor Designated Uses

 Unrestricted 
65%

 Bequest-
Retirement 

1% Retirement 
7%

 Mission/
Ministries  

3%

Bequest-
Unrestricted

24%

Revenue Sources

Appeals/Mailings 
45% 

Estates/Bequests 
25% 

Grants
7%

Events
3%

Other
5%

Relatives/
Friends  

9%

Memorials/
Tributes

6%

Message 
from Leadership
Dear friends, 

As part of our Congregation of St. Joseph family, you 
are an integral part of our efforts to bring the message 
of God’s love to the world in ways that inspire action 
on behalf of others. Since August 2007, when seven 
founding communities of St. Joseph came together to 
be one as the Congregation of St. Joseph, we have 
experienced the abundance of God’s great love 
through our relationships with each of you.  

As we celebrate our 10th year, we celebrate the 
generosity by which you and others in our communities 
across the country have embraced us and have continued 
to support our mission, our ministries, our lives and needs. 
Your support has enabled us to take risks to broaden our 
lives, to expand our ministries, and to live our promises 
in an active and inclusive way. This includes our commit-
ment to care for our sisters and, at the same time, to more 
fully respond to the emerging needs of our neighbors and 
our world. New initiatives, ministries, and partnerships, 
new uses for some of our buildings and land along with 
new ways and places for our sisters to live in community 
in some of our locations are all a part of our efforts today. 
They reflect our vibrancy and compassion and our commit-
ment to stay attentive to the needs of a world in desperate 
need of our care.

Thank you for helping bring God’s message of unifying 
love to our communities. With your support and prayers, 
we are moving forward filled with gratitude and hope!

With profound gratitude,

The Congregation of St. Joseph Leadership Team

The legacy of caring and mission of our congregation begun by our first six Sisters in LePuy, France 
more than 360 years ago continues today because of the support provided by donors and friends. 

There are many ways you can help including through your prayers, direct annual gifts, membership in our 
Circle of Friends monthly sustaining donor circle, and through your will and estate plans. 

To learn more please contact Pat Milenius at 216.252.0440 or visit www.csjoseph.org.



This newsletter is printed on recycled  paper.

Spotlight Photo

3134 Hundred Oaks Avenue
Baton Rouge, LA  70808-3288

During a recent visit to Japan, our sisters there 
were presented with a small banner showing our 
four new candidates who are stateside. Here, our 
Japanese sisters wave hello to them!

Congregation of St. Joseph
Heritage Society

The Heritage Society was founded in order to gratefully 

recognize friends who have generously included the 

Congregation of St. Joseph in their estate plans. Your gift to 

us through your will or revocable trust, life insurance policy, 

IRA, charitable gift annuity, or charitable remainder trust 

enrolls you as a member of our Congregation of St. Joseph 

Heritage Society.

To learn more and join, visit us at csjgiftplanning.org, 

or contact Gary Mulhern, Gift Planning Specialist, at 

304.232.8160, ext. 148, or email at gmulhern@csjoseph.org.

There are many ways to stay connected
to the sisters, associates, and ministries
of the Congregation of St. Joseph:

Sign up to receive our biannual 
magazine imagineONE. Go to
www.csjoseph.org, click on 
“Connect With Us”

Share with us on Facebook at 
Congregation of St. Joseph

Sign up to receive our bimonthly 
eNewsletter. Visit our homepage 
at www.csjoseph.org

Follow us on Twitter at
Cong. of St. Joseph

Follow us on YouTube at 
Congregation of St. Joseph

Sign up to receive our sister-
written blog, Beyond the Habit

Stay Connected...


